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No single battalion was more feared during the Civil War than the 43rd Battalion of Virginia Cavalry.

As one contemporary said, "They had...all the glamour of Robin Hood...all the courage and bravery

of the ancient crusaders." Better known as Mosby's Rangers, they were an elite guerilla unit that

operated with stunning success in northern Virginia and Maryland from 1863 to the last days of the

war.
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Confederate cavalry leader John Mosby is among the most romantic characters in the Civil War,

and with good reason. From 1863 to the end of the conflict, Mosby's raiders were a constant

headache for the North. Although more than 1,000 men served under Mosby, they usually acted in

small detachments of several dozen, sacking supply depots, attacking railroads, and harassing

federal troops. They seemed to move behind enemy lines almost at will, and in what is perhaps their

most celebrated exploit, a handful of them led by Mosby himself rode into Fairfax Station, Virginia, in

the dead of the night and kidnapped a Union general. When they were not on missions, Mosby's

riders simply melted into the countryside, finding safe haven in the homes of sympathetic civilians.

Theirs was a guerilla war. The frustrated North eventually assigned a special contingent of cavalry

to combat them, and a price was ultimately put on Mosby's head. Nobody reined him in, however,

and his command enjoyed the proud distinction of never having formally surrendered to the

bluecoats. Shortly after Appomattox, Mosby simply disbanded his unit. This is another fine book

from the prolific Civil War historian Jeffry D. Wert, who hardly could have picked a more intriguing



subject. --John J. Miller

Jeffry D. Wert is the author ofÃ‚Â eight previous books on Civil War topics, most recently

Cavalryman of the Lost Cause andÃ‚Â The Sword of Lincoln. His articles and essays on the Civil

War have appeared in many publications, including Civil War Times Illustrated, American History

Illustrated, and Blue and Gray. A former history teacher at Penns Valley High School, he lives in

Centre Hall, Pennsylvania, slightly more than one hour from the battlefield at Gettysburg.

If you are interested in Mosby's Rangers, this is a great book. This is NOT a biography of John S.

Mosby, though. It is a biography of the unit, with special attention towards the leader. The depth with

which Wert has researched the individuals in the group provides a clear picture into the inner

workings of the Rangers, and the civilians living within Mosby's Confederacy. The book was

gripping, especially for someone who grew up and lives on the edge of Mosby's Confederacy.I

would warn others, though, that the lack of maps (Only one at the beginning of the book that charts

all of Northern Virginia), can lead to confusion about the whereabouts of the Rangers, their

adversaries, or allies, as well as the general positions of the people when in conflict. This is a let

down to me since Wert included many maps in "Longstreet" to help transplant people to the

Tennessee and Virginia battlefields, but I had to rely on my own knowledge of the area for Mosby's

Rangers.

This is a great book for those who enjoy immersing themselves in the life and mindset of Civil War

times. It places you in the midst of the Rangers' forays, the hardships they endured, and their daring

and determination. So much of what was central to their lives--for example, their reliance on and

mastery of horsemanship--has disappeared forever. A personal connection led me to this book,

after I learned that my great-great-grandfather fought with Mosby's Rangers--and I was thrilled to

find his name listed in the appendix. But anyone who is interested in gaining a whole understanding

of the Civil War should read this book, as it looks into a kind of fighting other than the movements of

mass armies, that nevertheless played a vital role in the overall conflict.

Great book. Very detailed history of Mosby's Rangers with numerous source citations.

Highly detailed and riveting account of Mosby and his Raider's!



good read

Book in perfect condition and looks new. Excellent reading and easy to get transported to the age.

Recommend to anyone interested in the civil war.

Very detailed accounting of this partisan ranger band and the writing drove me from start to end.

Mosby cam across as much more stern then I imagined

Item arrived quickly and was as advertised.
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